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The Prophetic 
Imagination

In his seminal text The 
Prophetic Imagination (1978), 
Walter Brueggemann writes, 
“The task of prophetic 
ministry is to nurture, nourish, 
and evoke a consciousness  
and perception alternative to 
the consciousness and 
perception of the dominant 
culture around us.” 



Two Tasks of the 
Alternative 

Consciousness

For Brueggemann, there are 
two tasks of the alternative 
consciousness (imagination). 
They are to 1) “criticize in 
dismantling the dominant 
consciousness” and 2)  
energize persons and 
communities by its promise of 
another time and situation  
toward which the community 
of faith may move.”



Pedagogy of the 
Oppressed

In his classic text Pedagogy of 
the Oppressed (1970), Paulo 
Freire offers instruction 
towards co-creating in 
solidarity with oppressed 
people an educational mode 
whose goal is the cultivation 
of a critical consciousness 
in oppressed people as they 
ruminate on the source(s) of 
their oppression and take 
action in the liberation 
struggle. This notion of 
reflection with action is called 
praxis, and praxis transforms 
the world. 



The Souls of Black 
Folk

In his classic text, The Souls of 
Black Folk (1903), W.E.B. DuBois 
wrote, “The A.M.E. Church is the 
greatest Negro organization in the 
world.” DuBois made this 
audacious claim about the A.M.E. 
Church because he believed that 
it was the “…center of social, 
intellectual, and economic life for 
Black people.”



The Inflection Point

In a courageous act of 
embodied resistance, as 
Richard Allen, Absalom 
Jones, and the Black 
worshipers at St. George's 
Methodist Church resisted 
forced removal from the 
altar while in prayer, then 
staged a walkout of the 
church, it ignited a fire of 
prophetic imagination in 
America that has yet to be 
extinguished.



The Inflection 
Point

In a singular act, Allen and the 
others reclaimed not only the 
agency of Black Americans, 
but affirmed their imago Dei, 
created in the image of God. 
Their act criticized the 
demonic oppression of white 
supremacy and energized
resistance that led to social 
transformation through the 
founding and expansion of the 
African Methodist Episcopal 
Church. It was praxis -
reflection and action- leading 
to transformation. It was 
prophetic imagination.



The power of prophetic 
imagination is to create new 

worlds that fuel greater 
imagination!



Freedom’s Prophet 
(2008)



At ever turn in the Black 
Liberation struggle, the 
African Methodist 
Episcopal Church has 
continued to embody the 
prophetic imagination of 
Richard Allen to criticize
and to energize, to 
reflect and to act, to 
engage in an embodied 
resistance that has 
wrought social 
transformation.



What is God calling the 
A.M.E. Church to imagine 

today?



Culturally Induced Despair



Shock Doctrine

“A deliberate strategy 
[where] political actors 
exploit the chaos of natural 
disasters, wars, and other 
crisis to push through 
unpopular policies [which] 
favors corporate interests 
while disadvantaging and 
disenfranchising citizens 
when they are too 
distracted and 
overwhelmed to respond or 
resist effectively.”



Embodied Hope: A 
Homiletical Theology 

Reflection (2021)



Embodied Hope
The enemies of democracy 
have employed the shock 
doctrine to overwhelm and 
to create a sense of 
hopelessness in order to 
quell resistance and force 
compliance. 
Our greatest gift is 
prophetic imagination as 
embodied hope. For such a 
time as this!







A Moral 
Problem



An Invitation
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